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For Immediate Release Contacts: Stacie Leatherman, ext. 265 

July 27, 1999 Massoud Saidpour, ext. 466 

CMA’S NEW VIVA! PERFORMING ARTS FESTIVAL PREMIERES TfflS FALL 

CLEVELAND — The Cleveland Museum of Art’s highly successful programming of world 
music and dance concerts has been expanded and named VIVA! Performing Arts Festival. This 
sensational new concert series offers the finest in traditional and contemporary music and dance 
with a distinctive international flavor. Eight Friday evening concerts, October through May, will 
showcase Grammy Award-winning recording artists and critically acclaimed dance ensembles, 
several of which will be making their Cleveland debuts. 

The new series celebrates the wide variety of art represented in the museum’s own 
collection, explains Kate M. Sellers, CMA’s acting director: “The Cleveland Museum of Art has 
always been a place where people can experience art of the highest quality from cultures 
throughout the world. The VIVA! Festival echoes this philosophy in the media of music and 
dance, and formalizes these concerts into a convenient subscription series.” Massoud Saidpour, 
CMA’s coordinator of performing arts, agrees: “It’s been a great joy, in the last couple of years, 
to witness the enthusiastic response of our audiences. There’s something about the authentic 
music and dance of varying cultures that’s truly thrilling. The performances are lively, and, from 
a purely artistic point of view, they are impeccable. This artistic thrill is what we hope VIVA! 
brings to Cleveland audiences.” VIVA’s 1999-2000 season features: 

Music: On October 15, five-time Grammy Award winner Eddie Palmieri presents a 
combination of salsa, bomba, and other Latin rhythms. On December 10, Simon Shaheen and his 
six-piece ensemble play music of the Near East. The Mighty Clouds of Joy, who have performed 
with Aretha Franklin, Marvin Gaye, Paul Simon, and the Rolling Stones, will perform a gospel 
concert on February 25. On March 24, Mammas (RCA Records) will bring together four vocalists 
and their seven-piece band in a seamless blend of Mediterranean styles, creating a swirling series 
of trailblazing musical patterns. On April 14, Brazilian contra-alto Virginia Rodrigues 
(Ryckodisc/Hannibal) will swing from Roman Catholic church music to carnival sambas, from 
ancient Afro-Brazilian drum patterns to sophisticated wind-and-string arrangements, all sculpted 
with delicate care. On May 5, the world music supergroup Ghazal Ensemble and percussionist 
Swapan Chadhuri will perform Music of the 6'z7A: Roat/ (Shanachie Records). 


(more. . .) 
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Dance: On November 1 9, Nrityagram (ni-ri-ti-ya-gram), Odissi Dancers of India, a 
stunning ensemble of female dancers, will present a dance theater program which creates 
powerful dramas full of exquisite sensuality. On March 10, Noche Flamenco will bring out the 
raw and earthy essence of flamenco’s roots as passed down by Andalusian gypsies, featuring lead 
dancer Soledad Barrio and a six-person company of dancers, singers, and musicians. 

VIVA! Festival subscriptions to all eight concerts, or for either of two four-concert 
packages, are now available. Charter subscribers receive guaranteed seating priority for these 
performances and savings up to 50% off the full ticket price. The two four-concert packages are 
as follows: 


Four-Concert Series 1 
Eddie Palmieri 
Nrityagram 
Mammas 

Music of the Silk Road 

Four-Concert Series 2 
Noche Flamenco 
Simon Shaheen 
Mighty Clouds of Joy 
Virginia Rodrigues 

Subscription prices are $115 and $133 for all eight concerts; $66 and $75 for four concerts. 
CMA members receive additional discounts for the eight-concert package. 

* * ♦ 

Single tickets, ranging from $28 to $16, will go on sale to the general public 
September 14, 1999. All concerts will begin at 7:30 p.m. in the 750-seat Gartner Auditorium. 

Promotional support for VIVA! Performing Arts Festival is provided by WCLV 95/5. 
For more information, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit the CMA website at www.clemusart.com. 

### 



